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David Bilger, trumpet 
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Hailed by The New York Times for his playing of "easy brilliance" and The 
Washington Post for "an engaging legato touch," trumpeter David Bilger 
was First Prize Winner of the Concert Artists Guild New York Competition in 
1985 and was formerly principal trumpet of the Dallas Symphony Orchestra. 
Mr. Bilger was recently appointed principal trumpet of The Philadelphia 
Orchestra. 
Mr. Bilger has performed as soloist with the Dallas Symphony, Houston 
Symphony, Oakland Symphony, Philharmonia Virtuosi of New York, the 
National Repertory Orchestra, Saint Luke's Chamber Orchestra, and the 
Caramoor Festival Orchestra. He has been heard in recital throughout the United 
States and Canada including solo concerts in Los Angeles, Cleveland, 
Washington, D.C., Dallas, and at Carnegie Recital Hall in New York. 
During the 1993-94 concert season Mr. Bilger was featured as soloist in a series 
of concerts in New York and Washington, D.C. with the Chamber Music 
Society of Lincoln Center playing Bach's Second Brandenburg Concerto, and 
returned to New York for repeat performances this season. Highlighting the 
1992-93 concert season was a solo performance with Philharmonia Virtuosi at 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, followed by a live recording 
with the orchestra. 
In addition to the Concert Artists Guild New York Competition, Mr. Bilger has 
won prizes in the Ima Hogg National Young Artists Competition and the 
International Trumpet Guild Competition. He has toured with the New York 
Trumpet Ensemble, the Paul Whiteman Band, Canadian Brass and Empire Brass. 
David Bilger is a native of Brookfield, Wisconsin, and was educated at the 
Juilliard School, the University of Illinois, and the Banff Centre. His teachers 
have been Mark Gould, David Hickman, Thomas Stevens, and Ronald Romm. 
He and his wife Cynthia, have three children; Emily, Richard and Abraham. 
Organist of the National Symphony Orchestra, William Neil, is one of 
America's foremost symphonic and ensemble artists, having received the highest 
acclaim for his virtuoso performances and recordings of Baroque chamber music. 
His reputation as the "trumpeters' organist" is well-established by appearances 
with many of the world's finest brass musicians, including Edward Carroll, 
Pierre Thibauld, and Don Smithers. A native of Pennsylvania, Mr. Neil began 
his study of the organ with Leonard Raver at Penn State University, graduate 
work at Syracuse with Arthur Poister, and Anthony Newman at Juilliard. In 
1975 he made his European debut in Oxford, England in a series of solo recitals 
and recordings for Philips Records. 
Mr. Neil has appeared at Wolf Trap with Christopher Hogwood, at the Kennedy 
Center's Mostly Mozart Festival with Gerard Schwarz, and in the National 
Convention of the American Guild of Organists in Washington, D. C.. His 
debut as soloist with the National Symphony in 1983 in a sold-out performance 
of Saint-Saens Symphony No. 3 in C Minor and an appearance the following 
season in the NSO's Bach-Beethoven Festival brought him recognition as one of 
Washington's most distinguished artists. Since that time, concerts with 
Rostropovich, Bernstein, Leinsdorf, Marriner and Rampa! have enhanced his 
professional career. In 1987 Mr. Neil was the featured soloist in the National 
Symphony's opening night concerts , performing Aaron Copland's Symphony 
f or Organ and Orchestra conducted by Mstislav Rostropovich in a tribute to 
Nadia Boulanger. As part of the NSO' s Bach Festival in 1993, he performed the 
Fifth Brandenburg Concerto with Iona Brown of the Academy of St. Martin-in-
the-Fields. He is also the first Washington organist to be invited to perform on 
the new Charles Fisk organ at the Meyerson Center with the Dallas Symphony 
Orchestra. 
In addition to orchestral appearances, William Neil spends much of his time as a 
chamber musician. The Washington Post has called him " . . . one of those 
rarities-an organist who has gone out of his way to play chamber music." 
Recent performances include concerts with the National Chamber Orchestra and 
the Washington Chamber Symphony, conducted by Stephen Simon. William 
Neil's devotion to the performance and recording of music for organ and brass 
has earned him many solo invitations to noted music festivals, including 
Montreux, Switzerland; Oxford, England; the Vermont Mozart Festival; and the 
International Trumpet Guild Conventions in the United States. 
In 1985 Edward Carroll and William Neil co-founded the Chamber Soloists of 
Washington, an ensemble comprised of members of the National Symphony 
Orchestra and other nationally-known specialists in chamber music, whose 
purpose is to take a fresh look at virtuoso chamber works from the Baroque to 
the present. Over the past seven years, Washington audiences and critics have 
praised the Chamber Soloists for their masterful performances of Bach, 
Telemann, Handel and Mozart. In 1989, they made their Kennedy Center debut 
in a concert of the complete Brandenburg Concertos of Johann Sebastian Bach 
and recently were featured at Dumbarton Concerts in a program of music for 
organ, harpsichords and strings. Recordings of the Chamber Soloists include 
Handel's Complete Water Music, two discs of English Ceremonial Music for 
Organ and Brass, and a new release of Handel's Royal Fireworks Music on the 
Newport Classic label. 
